
 
 

  
September 19th  –September 25th 

                                                                                                   25th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
PASTOR:  Fr. Alex Gabriel 

573-796-4842; Algabri567@gmail.com 

Emergency Contact for Fr. Alex:   

Margaret Bieri  (573) 230-5495 

 

PARISH OFFICE: 310 S. Mill St.     Mail: P.O. Box 204 

573-796-4842         

Mondays 8 AM to 1 PM -- Tuesdays 8:30 AM to 12 PM 

Thursdays 8:30 AM-12:00 PM 

annunciationcaliforniamo@gmail.com 
 

 

DEACON:  Bob Reinkemeyer, 573-539-9777 

Director of Religious Education:  

Letitia Sangster (573) 576-0300 

 

www.annunciationcatholicchurch.org 

 

MASSES @ ANNUNCIATION:   

SATURDAY @ 4:00 PM; SUNDAY @ 10:00 AM  

SPANISH MASS/COMMUNION SERVICE:  

Sunday 12 - NOON 

MASSES @ ST. ANDREW:  

TIPTON SATURDAY @ 5:30 PM; SUNDAY @ 8:00 AM 

 

BAPTISMS:  By appointment.  Please call for Parental 

Sacrament Preparation 

WEDDINGS:  Please contact at least 4 months in 

advance. 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  Please call any time or by 

appointment. 

RECONCILIATION:  Saturday 3:15 – 3:45 PM and by 

appointment. 

 

 

BISHOP MCKNIGHT’S SEPTEMBER PRAYER INTENTION 
For a greater appreciation for the gift of friends; that bonds of friendship may  

strengthen our resolve to be a people of communion in divisive times. 

 
 

 

Saturday September 18     4:00 PM  Parish 
Sunday September 19  10:00 AM     Gary Bardwell 
Tuesday September 21         8:00 AM No Mass 
Thursday September 23    8:00 AM     No Mass 
Saturday September 25        4:00 PM Judy Boyle 
Sunday September 26  10:00 AM     Parish 
 

 

OUR MOTTO: JOY 
JESUS            FIRST 
OTHERS         SECOND 

YOURSELF    LAST 

Mission Statement 
We, the family of Annunciation Parish desire to 

build a community of love and service to our 
community and those in need as we bear witness 

to the teaching of Jesus Christ. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

mailto:Algabri567@gmail.com
mailto:annunciationcaliforniamo@gmail.com
http://www.annunciationcatholicchurch.org/


 
 

 
 

 
 
From the Pastor: 
Being away from the Parish on vacation, the best way I can communicate 
with you all is through the Sunday Gospel that is rich in meaning for our 
daily journey with Jesus as explained by Fr. Anthony Kadavil with two 
anecdotes.  
Sunday Gospel: Mark 9:30 – 37: Exegesis:  The context: Jesus was 
returning to Capernaum after journeying incognito through the Northern 
Province of Galilee, avoiding crowds and teaching the apostles. Mark 
presents Jesus as giving three predictions about His coming suffering and 
death in chapters, 8, 9 and 10.   The response by Jesus’ disciples is a 
disappointment, because they were dreaming of a political messiah who 
would usher in an earthly kingdom.  In chapter 8, Peter rebukes Jesus for 
speaking so.   In chapter 9, (the first part of today’s text), an argument 
arises among the disciples as to who among them is the greatest.   In the 
third passage (chapter 10), James and John foolishly ask Jesus to give them 
seats on his right and left, when Jesus comes to power.  “The grumbling of 
the other ten disciples at the request of James and John surely implies that 
they have shared the same hopes of authority and privilege as have the 
sons of Zebedee.”). The second part of today’s Gospel describes what 
happens when Jesus returns to Peter’s house in Capernaum and explains 
to the apostles what true greatness is. 
The Christian criterion of greatness: Jesus says that people who serve 
humbly are the greatest. He uses a play on an Aramaic word that can mean 
either servant or child.  Presenting a child before them, Jesus explains that 
one who wishes to be the first among them must be a servant to all.  True 
greatness consists in serving one’s fellow men and is never self-
centered.  It lies in the ability to see and respond to the needs of others, 
and it presupposes compassion and sympathy. The two conditions of true 
greatness are humility and service. This vocation to service belongs to the 
Church as a whole and to every member of the Church individually.    In 
other words, the Christian vocation is an apostolate of bearing witness to 
Christ through loving, humble service.  Christian history teaches us that 
whenever the members of Christ’s Church have forgotten or ignored this 
call to service, the Church has suffered. John Wesley, the founder of 
Methodism, gives us this motto on service: “Do all the good you can; By 
all the means you can; In all the ways you can; In all the places you can; 
At all the times you can; To all the people you can; As long as ever you 
can.” 
The paradox of the first becoming the last: Here, Jesus stands 
conventional wisdom on its head:  the truly great person is a diakonos − a 
deacon − a servant − a person who spends his/her day taking care of other 
people! What does it mean when Jesus states that those who want to be 
the first must be the last? Probably, Jesus is speaking of His own life and 
death in this spirit of His being a servant and considered the last, the loser. 
Jesus wants the apostles to substitute their ambition to rule thus becoming 
the first, with the ambition to serve, thus becoming the last. We are all 
supposed to be serving, whatever our position or role in the society or 
family or in the Church may be, because true greatness lies in being like 
Jesus, the servant or slave of all. 
Welcoming children. “It may appear that Jesus’ teaching about innocence 
and welcoming the insignificant (vv. 33-37) is out of place in the context of 
His passion prediction (vv. 30-32). However, the prediction of his coming 
death was elucidated by Jesus’ lesson regarding the child and vice 
versa. Talya or child in Aramaic can also mean servant. To behave as 
a talya (servant) and to welcome even someone as insignificant (according  

 
 
 

to the standards of that time) as a talya (child) is to learn the 
reason for the cross (vv. 31-32) and its lesson of discipleship” 
(Sánchez files). In Greek also, the usual term for “children” 
[παις, pais] is the same term generally used for “slaves,” and 
vice-versa. By this play on words, it seems clear that, as much 
as Jesus is counseling His followers to welcome children in His 
name, Mark is also asking the Christian community to welcome 

“servants [of the Gospel],” in the same way that they would welcome 
Jesus. (Dr. Watson). By setting a child before them, Jesus asks them 
to be like the child, suggesting the importance of   innocence and 
humility. The trusting innocence of a child’s heart is the place where 
believers can meet both Christ and God. Besides, a child represents 
the most powerless member of any society, a person who has no 
power, no influence; a person who can be controlled, abused, or 
neglected by others.  By introducing the example of a child, Jesus also 
shows us that, when serving others, we must be careful to serve the 
least important.   This means that the Christian must show hospitality 
to those who have no social status: the outcast, the sinner, the sick 
and the feeble.  In other words, the Christian must serve all of God’s 
children, regardless of whether they are friends or foes. Why? 
Because such people represent Jesus in our midst and hence, they 
must be welcomed, respected and helped. The passage also tells 
us that Christians must care for the unwanted, neglected, abused 
and ignored. 
1:  We must become great through humble, self-giving 
service.  “The most powerful woman in the world!” At the screening 
of the film Mother Teresa during the fortieth anniversary of the 
United Nations in 1983, the Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
rose from his seat to introduce St. Teresa of Calcutta (Mother Teresa) 
to an elite gathering of the representatives of all member countries 
of the U.N. He needed only one sentence for his introduction: “I 
present to you the most powerful woman in the world!” (Hers was the 

power of humble and sacrificial Christian service!) On March 3, 1976, 
conferring on Mother Teresa the highest honor of India’s Vishwa 
Bharati University, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, who was at that time Prime 
Minister of India, said: “I feel myself dwarfed when I stand before this 
holy and mighty woman who heroically showed the world how to 
practice Christian love in sacrificial and humble service.” For many 
years, the world watched, admired, and loved this small, elderly 
nun, always dressed in a blue-bordered white sari, as the incarnation 
of humble and sacrificing Christian service.  She was the living proof 
of Jesus’ words in today’s Gospel that real greatness lies in serving 
others. She did this with love and compassion. Beginning in 1962, she 
was given several awards, national and international, in 
recognition of her greatness, attained through the humble service 
given to the “poorest of the poor.”    On Sept. 5, 1997, the day of the 
death of this saint who lived with us, practicing what Jesus 
commanded His disciples to do, Pope St. John Paul II said: “Mother 
Teresa marked the history of our century with courage.  She served 
all human beings by promoting their dignity and respect, making 
them feel the tenderness of God.”  
Dr. Charles Mayo polishing the shoes of his guests: There’s a story 
told about Dr. Charles Mayo who, with his father and brother, 
founded the world-famous Mayo Clinic. Some European medical 
experts were visiting the clinic and were staying as guests at Dr. 
Mayo’s home. In their own countries it was the custom of these 
gentlemen to place their shoes outside the bedroom doors for a 
servant to polish. As Dr. Mayo was headed to bed, he noticed shoes 
lined up outside the rooms of his guests, but it was too late to wake 
up any of the servants. With a sigh he picked up all of the shoes, 
hauled them to the kitchen, and spent half of the night polishing 
them. Here is an example of what Jesus tells you and me in 
today’s Gospel “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and 
servant of all.” (Msgr. Arthur Tonne).  

FROM THE PASTOR 



   

 

RCIA Program: We are intending to start RCIA program in 
October – November. If you know any candidates who will 
be interested in joining the Catholic Church, please 
 

Congratulations to Cesar Alexander 
Cordoso Juarez, son of Diego Cordoso and 
Katherine Juarez Ceron who was baptized 
here at Annunciation on September 5th.    

Also congratulations to Crew Drinkard, son of Curtis and 
Alyson (Pedigo) Drinkard who was baptized here on 
August 29th.     God’s Blessings to all of you! 

 
PSR K-12 Sunday, Sept. 19  8:45-9:45 a.m. 
Registration forms and the schedule are located in the 
vestibule.  A registration table will be at the front of church at 
8:30 a.m. on the first two days of class.  Please note, we 
request a $10 donation per student to offset materials cost.  
Snack, drink, (40 count) and monetary donations are greatly 
appreciated!  Call Letitia for further information. 
 
Mobile Food Truck - Sept. 23 
Last month we served more than 80 families from Moniteau. 
We were blessed to have so many volunteers helping under 
the hot sun.  Please come join us for the next truck Thursday, 
Sept. 23.  Volunteers arrive around 3:30 p.m. and we serve 
from 4:30-6:30 p.m., followed by clean up.  If you or someone 
you know needs food assistance come on by, the foods 
provided are really impressive.  Deliveries are available by 
calling the parish office, 796-4842. Call Letitia to volunteer or 
learn more. 
 
Santa's Workshop - Saturday, Dec. 4 
The leaves haven't changed yet but a team has already 
started planning this year's workshop.  Last year, we provided 
nearly 50 children with a Christmas shopping experience 
where they got to take home 5 beautifully wrapped presents 
for their family members, free of charge.  Please mark your 
calendar and start looking for gift donations in your closets, 
rummage sales, and shopping excursions. We need items for 
moms and grandmas, dads and grandpas, teens, and 
toys.  Last year we struggled to find men and teen 
gifts.  Please note, NO books, clothes, shoes, or fitted 
bedding.  The little shoppers do not know what sizes their 
loved ones need. 
We are not collecting items yet, but will be soon.  Monetary 
donations are greatly appreciated and will be (mostly) used to 
shop Project Share so the contributions help our community 
twice!  To join the team or learn more, call Letitia. 
    

Reminder: Potluck night will be September 25th in the 
church hall after 4:00 PM mass.    Larry & Linda Imhoff will 
host.   Everyone is welcome to attend.                                      

 
 
 

 
1st week:  $ 8,586.59        2nd week:  $3,659.37 
3rd week:  $                           4th week     
 
Candles                   $163.00        Hispanic:  $169.00 
Mustard Seed:         $20.00       Stipend:   $40.00 
 
 

Liturgical Roles 
 
Saturday – September 25 
Lector:  Tammy Korte 
Servers: Need Volunteer 
Song Leader: Ted Munsterman 
Organist:           Jo Pummill 
Greeter: Joyce Ziehmer/Denise Gerlt 
Rosary: Russell Anderson 
Sunday – September 26 
Lector:  Mary Jo Ballenger 
Servers: Nicki Frank/Olivia Marriott 
Song Leader: JoAnn Bestgen 
Organist: Jo Pummill 
Greeter:             Mickie/Jake Bolinger 
Rosary: Margaret Bieri 
Saturday – October 2 
Lector:  Joyce Ziehmer 
Servers: Need Volunteer 
Song Leader: Larry Dahler 
Organist: Ruth Ann Jobe 
Greeter:            Vickie Schroeder/Trish Boyle 
Rosary: Need Volunteer 
Sunday – October 3 
Lector:                 Dale Glenn   
Servers:  Nicki Frank/Presley Marriott 
Song Leader:  Bev Kleffner 
Organist:           Ruth Ann Jobe 
Greeter:             Tammy/Darrell Hoellering 
Rosary:               Eric Schroeder 
 
 
 

 
 
Sympathy to the John Schmolzi 
family.   John died on September 
8th and was buried here at 
Annunciation this past week.  
 

Also sympathy to the Wayne DeMint family.   Wayne 
died on September 9th and his funeral was this past 
Friday here at Annunciation.   May the Lord grant them 
eternal rest, consolation and comfort to their families 
at this time of loss. 
 

 

Weekly Collections 



Prayer List 
Please Pray for these and all who are in need of 
prayer.  Call the office to add someone or take 
someone off.   
Don Aggeler (father of Chris Hurt & Carolyn Aggeler; 
Amanda Gorham; John Higgins; Stephanie Marshall; Helen 
Drinkard; Jim Imhoff; Sharon (Imhoff) Dresel (Sister of 
Vince Imhoff & Nancy Martin);Barb Glenn;  Sally Schepers;  
Darrell Bolin; Dorothy &  Chris Schoenthal;  Larry Hoback;  
Kim (Gailey) Moss; Sister Leona Bax;  Roger Borgmeyer;  
Carol Baker;  Loretta George;  Thomas Imhoff (son of Jim 
and Lita Imhoff);  Hazel Boss (mother of Pauline Forck);  
Frankie Bolinger (mother of Jake Bolinger);   Cody Schmidt;  
Amanda Imhoff;  Connie Sack; Shirley Sack;  Jeff Johnson;  
Gary Fleischmann;  John & Barbara Reichl (parents of Bill 
Reichl);  Parker Wood (grandson of Tim & Pauline Forck);  
Terry Carlson;   Bob Winkler;  Gary Rackers (Margaret 
Reynolds son-in-law);  Special Intention;  Rachel Frank;  
Abe Baepler;  Andrea Tilbury;   Carol Rackers; Keith 
Connell; Crew Drinkard; Alfred Rhodus ( father-in-law of 
Patrick Fischer; Diane Munsterman 

 
 

 
Saturday, Sept. 18         Blessed Virgin Mary  
₸Mass  4:00 PM Annunciation Parish 
Sunday, Sept. 19 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
₸Mass  10:00 AM           Gary Bardwell 
₸Mass 12 NOON Spanish 
Monday, Sept 20           St Andrew Kim         
₸            5:45PM  Prayer of the Holy Rosary 
₸ 8:00 PM AA-ALNON 
Tuesday, Sept 21         St Matthew 
₸ 8:00 AM No Mass 
Wednesday, Sept 22  
              6:00 PM            Adult Theology 
₸   Mustard Seed 
Thursday, Sept 23         St.Pius                
₸Mass  8:00 AM No Mass 
₸   Quilting 
₸ 7:00 PM Holy Hour 
Friday, Sept 24    
Saturday, Sept 25 
₸Mass  4:00 PM Judy Boyle 
Sunday, Sept 26           26nd Sunday Ordinary Time 
₸Mass  10:00 AM          Parish 
₸Mass 12 NOON Spanish 
              8:45 AM           Religion Classes  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
The 25th Sunday Readings Summary and Life Message 

Today’s scripture readings invite us to become great in the 
sight of God by doing God’s will as Jesus did, 
surrendering our lives to Him in the service of others. 
Scripture lessons summarized: The passage from the 
Book of Wisdom sounds like a messianic prophecy like 
the “Suffering Servant” prophecy in Isaiah referring to 
Christ’s passion. It urges us to choose the path of 
righteousness despite painful consequences. In today’s 
Responsorial Psalm (Ps 54), the psalmist prays for help 
against the insolent people who rise against the upright. 
The second reading is in tune with the dispute among the 
apostles about who is the greatest. In it, James warns us 
that selfish ambitions destroy peace and cause conflicts 
and war. So, James advises us to choose the path of 
righteousness and humble service which leads to lasting 
peace. 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus gives us a glimpse of what 
walking that path of righteousness mentioned in the first 
and second readings is, namely, welcoming and serving 
the vulnerable in our midst: the defenseless children, the 
despairing poor, the mentally ill and the 
marginalized. Jesus also teaches his apostles that child-
like humility and selfless service make one great in the 
eyes of God. 
Life messages: # 1:  We must become great through 
humble, self-giving service.  Greatness, in Jesus’ view, is 
found in our willingness to accept, welcome, and serve 
those who are considered unacceptable by reason of 
class, color, religion, wealth or culture.   We must 
welcome people the way a child welcomes them before 
he is taught discrimination.   If we are to be truly great, we 
must be ready to accept four challenges: (1) to put 
ourselves last, (2) to be the servant of all, (3) to receive 
the most insignificant human beings with love, and (4) to 
expect nothing in return.  During the holy Mass let us pray 
for the true spirit of service and for an attitude of love for 
those around us. May the Holy Spirit help us to become 
truly great through humble, selfless service. 
2) We need to practice humility in thoughts, words, and 
actions. “Learn from Me, for I am meek and humble of 
heart.” “What is the essential thing in the religion and 
discipline of Jesus Christ?” St. Augustine asks, and then 
responds, “I shall reply: first humility, second humility, and 
third humility.” We should not seek recognition and 
recompense for the service we do for Christ and the 
Church as parents, teachers, pastors, etc. Trusting Faith 
resulting from true humility is essential for all corporal and 
spiritual works of mercy. Since children reflect the 
innocence, purity, simplicity, and tenderness of our Lord, 
and since they are given the protection of a guardian 
angel, we are to love them, train them, and take care not 
to give scandal to them. We need to try to treat everyone 
with love and respect because, “Beside each believer 
stands an angel as protector and shepherd leading him to 
life” (St. Basil), CCC # 336. 
 
 (Fr. Anthony Kadavil) 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT ANNUNCIATION 


